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Bible Study on Joshua 

JOSHUA 24:29-33: THREE BURIALS  

 

*The book of Joshua closes with three burials: Joshua, Joseph, and Eleazar 

 

- Joshua (vv.29-31) 

 

*“Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten years old.”  

 

*“Joshua led the people by word and example, and entrusted God’s message to faithful leaders who 

continued in it after Joshua died” (Encountering the OT, 178). See Jude 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:2.  

 

- Joseph (v.32) 

 

*At the close of the book of Genesis. Joseph made the Israelites promise they would bring up his 

bones from Egypt to Canaan when they were delivered by God out of Egypt (Gen 50:24-25).  

 

*Israel now fulfills their oath and buries the bones of Joseph in the plot of ground which Jacob had 

purchased in Shechem 530 years earlier (Gen. 33:19)!  

 

- Eleazar (v.33) 

 

*Eleazar helped Joshua distribute the land to the twelve tribes (see Num. 34:16-17; Josh. 14:1).  

 

*The high priest was responsible for everything associated with the Levitical priesthood and the 

tabernacle. Even Joshua needed the atoning sacrifices of the law, and was directed to inquire of the 

Lord through the intercession of Eleazar (Num. 27:21).  

 

SUMMARY: GOD’S PEOPLE RECEIVE THEIR INHERITANCE 

 

About 700 years before Joshua, God promised Abraham and his descendants that He would make 

them a great nation and give them the land of Canaan, in order to make them a blessing to the world 

through the Messiah (Gen. 12:1-3).  

 

The Lord’s purpose in the Exodus (redemption from the bondage of sin) was to give His people the 

Promised Land as their inheritance (Exodus 15:13-18). The Bible itself ties together the miracle 

crossing of the Red Sea (delivered from Egypt) and the miracle crossing of the Jordan River (brought 

into Canaan) – see Joshua 4:20-23. 

 

*The book of Joshua shows how God fulfilled His promise to give the land of Canaan to His 

redeemed people. It shows how Israel conquered (1-12) and inherited the land (13-24). Joshua begins 

with Israel outside Canaan. It ends with the twelve tribes of Israel settled inside Canaan with their 

allotted territories, with the command to fully occupy the land by driving out the remaining 

Canaanites. See Joshua 11:23; 21:43-45. 

 

*According to the NT, this all pointed to a greater spiritual reality. By the hand of Joshua, God gave 

the people of Israel their temporary earthly inheritance. By the hand of the greater Joshua, God gives 

His believing people from all nations their eternal heavenly inheritance.  

 

*Joshua’s very name points to Jesus, for both Joshua and Jesus are the same name. Joshua is Hebrew 

and Jesus is Greek. They both mean, “The LORD saves.”  
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*In Joshua 5:13-15, right before the battle of Jericho, Joshua encountered a Man who identified 

Himself as “the Commander of the army of the LORD.” KJV: “the captain of the LORD’s host.” This 

was a preincarnate appearance of Jesus at the beginning of the conquest of Canaan, making it clear 

there was a leader of the people greater than Joshua. In Hebrews 2:10, Jesus is specifically identified 

as “the captain of their salvation.” The Lord Jesus is “the captain of the Lord’s army who fights in 

behalf of his people and achieves victory for them (Josh. 5:13-15; Rev. 19:11-16)” (Longman, 132).  

 

*The pre-incarnate Son of God led the judgment upon the wicked Canaanites, and the incarnate Son 

of God will lead the final judgment upon an ungodly world.  

 

*The Israelites inheriting the land of Canaan pointed to the greater reality of all believers inheriting 

eternal life and eternal rest (Gen. 13:15; Rom. 4:13; Heb. 4:8; 11:13-16; 30-31; 1 Peter 1:1; 2:11). 

Hebrews 4:8: “For if Joshua had given them rest, then [God in Psalm 95] would not afterward have 

spoken of another day.” “Canaan was … only a temporary inheritance. It was a type and pledge of the 

spiritual blessings the believer obtains and enjoys in and by Christ (Eph. 1:18) and of the final rest for 

the people of God in heaven (Heb. 4:8-9)” (RHB). Hebrews 4:3: “we who have believed do enter that 

rest.” Mathew 5:5: “The meek shall inherit the earth.” Already, not yet. 

 

“While Canaan was bestowed as the free gift of God on the seed of Abraham, the possession and 

enjoyment of the land were not easy. It had to be taken by faith in submission and obedience to the 

Lord (Lev. 26; Deut. 27-30). The way to victory was through the battlefield of warfare. The end of 

that war was never in doubt, however (Josh. 1:5); the Lord gave the victory (Josh. 10:30, 32, 42; 11:6, 

8). The same holds true today for the children of God who want to enjoy the spiritual inheritance 

bequeathed to them in Christ. Though their citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), ‘it is through much 

tribulation that we must enter the kingdom of God’ (Acts 14:22). The Christian is to ‘fight the good 

fight of faith’ and ‘lay hold of eternal life’ by faith (1 Tim. 6:12). The outcome of the Christian’s 

warfare, however, is never in doubt, just as the conquest of Canaan was never in doubt” (RHB).  

 

God’s original goal for mankind was to fill the earth forever with godly seed (image-bearers of God). 

The fall did not do away with this goal but rather it is restored through redemption (Gen. 3:15). 

Joshua is an early installment of the fulfillment of the big picture of land and seed. In Matt. 28, the 

Lord Jesus renews and reinvigorates His people to carry out God’s original plan: go into all the earth 

and make disciples of all the nations! Joshua is a portion of redemptive-history that belongs to the 

greater story of God’s plan to subject all things to Himself through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

“That is the future for which we wait eagerly. For we still experience death and mourning and crying 

and pain. But as Abraham buried Sarah in Canaan in the hope of receiving the Promised Land, so, 

through Jesus, we today can bury our loved ones in the earth in the hope of receiving the new 

creation” (Greidanus, 226-227). 

 

CONCLUDING APPLICATION 

 

• No matter we are in the story of redemption, the purpose of all biblical history is to confront 

you and me with the God of history – the God who does not change, the God who was very 

much involved with His people back then, but remains very much involved today. The 

message of Joshua confronts us: Do you actually believe what God did? And if so, how do 

you respond to that? Do you trust and love Him even more? Are you prepared to commit 

yourself whole-heartedly to this same God?  


