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Bible Study on Joshua 

JOSHUA 23: JOSHUA’S FINAL CHARGE TO ISRAEL’S LEADERS 

 

As we come to Joshua 23, Joshua feels that the day of his death was near, so he wants to give Israel a 

final exhortation to remain faithful to the Lord and fully possess their inheritance. *“Obedience to the 

Lord in one generation does not guarantee obedience in the next. … Every generation must be 

exhorted to continue following the Word of God (Psalm 78:5-8)” (Tabletalk, Feb. 2019, p.44).  

 

1. Joshua 23.1-5. The LORD’s faithfulness to Israel 

 

- These leaders are the men who will outlive Joshua. They bear a special responsibility to 

be a leading example of faithfulness to the next generation. 

 

 

 

 

2. Joshua 23.6-11. An exhortation to be faithful to the LORD 

 

- The Lord demands total commitment to Him and His Word (Luke 9:62; 14:26) 

 

 

 

 

3. Joshua 2.12-16. The severe consequences of turning away from the LORD 

 

- See Exodus 23:20-33; 34:11-17; Num. 33:50-56; Deut. 7:1-4.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

 

1. Joshua is a great example for the imitation of all who are in authority. Cf. 1 Tim. 4:16.  

 

2. The success of a local church depends on the faithfulness of its pastors and elders (Rev. 2-3). 

“God continues to lead His people through the work of under-shepherds who are accountable 

to the Lord to lead His people in godliness … (1 Pet. 5:1-5)” (Table Talk, Jan. 2019, p.35).  

 

3. “God promised victory and fought for them, but they had to love and obey Him in order to 

experience the blessing. This spiritually parallels the procedure for our sanctification. Christ 

has conquered our spiritual enemies so that sin no longer has dominion over us. In light of 

that victory and promise, we must die to sin and live to righteousness. Our sanctification is 

progressive and involves cooperation between what God has done in Christ and what we 

must do in Christ to experience victory.” “Loving God and loving the world are mutually 

exclusive. As evidence of their obedience and love for God, Israel was to have no alliance 

with the worldly and pagan inhabitants of the land. Those nations were cut off by God and 

destined to destruction. So we as Christians, who love God, are not to love the things of this 

world, which are opposed to God and destined to pass away (1 John 2:15-17)” (RHB) 


